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Department Requirements 
 

Foreign language classes at Elma High School 
are intended to prepare students to ultimately 
attend a four-year college, where two years of 
study of the same foreign language are 
routinely required for admission. Students will 
not only learn the target language, but will 
develop study skills that will aid them at the 
college level (even if they never take a college 
foreign language course). 
 
Learning a foreign language is somewhat like 
building a house--if the foundation and framing 
are not sturdy, the house will collapse from the 
sheer weight of the floors, walls, roof, and 
furnishings. For this reason, the first semester 
of foreign language study is especially 
important. During this time, students will learn 
the basic foundation and framework of the 
language, to which they will later add more 
specialized and more difficult vocabulary and 
grammatical 
structures. They will 
also be exposed to 
a wide variety of 
ways to study and 
practice their 
language skills, so 
that they may find 
the learning style 
that works best for 
them.  
 
Elma High School Foreign Language 
Department requires students to maintain a 
"daily average" of 70% in order to advance to 
the second semester of instruction. Students 
who participate in class, study for quizzes and 
tests, and turn in homework when it is due 
normally have no trouble maintaining a 70% 
average. The "daily average" comprises 80% 
of the semester grade. The semester final 
exam is the other 20%. Students must pass the  
final exam in order to advance to the next 
semester. This insures that they have the basic 
foundation on which to add more difficult 
material. Students who cannot meet the 
requirements to advance will receive .5 elective 
credit for the semester if they achieve an 
overall D (at least 60%). These students may 
apply to retake the course the following year, 
and if then successful, advance to second 
semester.  

 

Spanish 1 
Credit: 1.00  Duration: One Year  
Available for Grades: 10, 11, and 12 
Prerequisite: Students must have earned at least a 
C minus in their most recently completed English 
class.  (Not currently open to 9th grade students) 
 
Meets Graduation Requirement for: Elective 
 
Description: The student should bring a willingness 
and ability to memorize and an active awareness of 
English language structure. Students are expected to 
attend class faithfully and to participate in all class 
activities actively. Spanish vocabulary, pronunciation, 
and grammar are approached through a variety of 
methods and learning styles. Grammar structures for 
Level 1 include the concepts of gender, number, 
adjective agreement, adjective position, verb forms in 
the present, indirect and direct object pronouns, and 
an introduction to past tense verb forms. Students are 
expected to be responsible for their own learning to 
the extent that they complete homework assignments 
on time and study for quizzes and tests.  
 

Spanish 2 
Credit: 1.00  Duration: One Year 
Available for Grades: 11 and 12 
Prerequisite: Pass Spanish 1 Final exam and finish 
the second semester of Spanish 1 with a daily 
average of 70%  (see Department Requirements). 
Meets Graduation Requirements for: Elective 
 
Description: Spanish 2 builds upon the foundation 
learned in Spanish 1. After a review of Spanish 1 
material, new vocabulary and grammatical forms are 
covered including the future, imperfect, present 
perfect, past perfect, conditional and imperative verb 
tenses. At the end of the first semester, students 
must pass the semester final exam and maintain a 
daily average of 70% to qualify for the second 
semester.  
 

Spanish 3 and 4 
(Independent Study) 
Credit: 1.00  Duration: One Year 
Prerequisite: Pass Spanish 2/3 and instructor 
approval 
Meets Graduation Requirements for: Elective 
(meets 3 years of study needed for some universities) 
 
Description: Offered to those students wishing to 
continue their study of Spanish. Emphasizes 
achieving fluency in reading, writing, speaking and 
listening in preparation for college-level study and/or 
a career involving Spanish ability. Students must 
display the ability to be self-motivated and disciplined, 
with an excellent work ethic, and will do their work in 
and during a “regular” Spanish-1 or Spanish-2 class. 


